
AS APPROVED FEBRUARY 9, 2006 

MCDOWELL SONORAN PRESERVE COMMISSION 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT CONFERENCE ROOM 

1st FLOOR, ONE CIVIC CENTER 
7447 E. INDIAN SCHOOL ROAD 
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 1, 2005 

5:00PM 
 

AMENDED MEETING MINUTES 
 
PRESENT:  Christina Kovach, Vice-Chair  
   Carla 
   Erik Filsinger 
   Joan Fudala 
   Melinda Gulick 
   Jerry Miller   
   Arnold Roy 
   Linda Whitehead 
   Solange Whitehead 
  
ABSENT:  Art DeCabooter, Chairman  
   Virginia Korte 
   
STAFF:  Bob Cafarella 
   Scott Hamilton  
   Claire Miller 
   Bruce Washburn  
 
ALSO PRESENT: Rulan Anderson, T-Mobile 
   Dan Gruber  
   Roy Kinsey 
  
1.  CALL TO ORDER 
 
Vice-Chair Kovach called the meeting to order at 5.06 p.m., noting the presence 
of a quorum.   
 
2.  POSSIBLE ACTION:  APPROVAL OF NOVEMBER 5, 2005 MINUTES 
 
It was clarified that in item 3, the last sentence of the first paragraph should say 
"Jerry Miller, Scott Hamilton, and himself."  The briefing report was distributed to 
the Commission.  
  
COMMISSIONER FUDALA MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE THE MINUTES 
OF THE NOVEMBER 5, 2005 MEETING. THE MOTION WAS SECONDED BY 
COMMISSIONER SOLANGE WHITEHEAD AND CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
BY A VOTE OF 9 (NINE) TO 0 (ZERO).  
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3. PROPOSED CELL ANTENNA ON APS TOWER IN STATE LAND
 
Mr. Bob Cafarella introduced Mr. Rulan Anderson, who appeared on behalf of T-
Mobile.  Mr. Cafarella noted that it has been several years since there has been 
an application for a cell tower within the Preserve.   
 
He explained that although the Commission is not officially involved in the 
process, the Mayor has made it clear that City Council would not consider  
placing wireless towers within Preserve boundaries without the Commission's 
input.  Wireless providers and planning staff bring proposals to the Commission 
for input, although the Commission has no veto power.  He suggested that 
Commissioners listen to the presentation and consider sending a letter to the 
Planning Commission or City Council. 
 
Mr. Anderson passed around a photo simulation of what the site will look like.  
Today customers are dependent on wireless phone service and expect coverage 
in their homes.  The company looks for existing vertical elements or rooftops to 
place equipment.  In the Preserve area there are no suitable rooftops or vertical 
elements, so they are proposing co-locating on an existing APS tower.  Traffic on 
the existing dirt access road will not increase.  Once a month, a maintenance 
technician goes to the site at night.   
 
Commissioner Roy asked about the service radius of the tower.  Mr.  
Anderson distributed a map and explained the technical aspects of service 
radius. 
 
Commissioner Carla noted that the proposed location will only serve a few 
people who moved to the country to get away from it all.  Mr. Anderson pointed 
out that it will also be used by travelers.  In a life-threatening emergency, service 
providers can pinpoint the location through the telephone.  This is federally 
mandated.  Commissioner Carla noted that there are other places where there is 
no cell phone coverage.  She added, for the record, that the Commission had a 
very clear position to discourage these kinds of uses.  She did not see that 
anything has changed.  The Commission needs to be consistent. 
 
Commissioner Miller asked what alternatives T-Mobile evaluated.  
 
Mr. Anderson said there are only three alternatives.  There are two other towers 
farther to the north within the Preserve.  Both have ground space within the 
existing compounds.   An addition tower to the west is owned by Crown.  City 
staff would not support locating at that site.  There being no other vertical 
elements, the only remaining alternative would be to build another tower. 
 
Commissioner Miller asked what would happen if APS changed their mind about 
the type of pole preference.  Commissioner Carla noted that  future new poles 
will be less obtrusive.  A discussion ensued on power lines. 
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Commissioner Linda Whitehead noted that this area is very low density.  She 
opined that the pole is needed for a Pima Road link, rather than to serve area 
residents.  She asked what other options exist to avoid infringing on the 
Preserve. 
 
Mr. Anderson replied that dropped calls are an issue, as there is a hole in T-
Mobile coverage.  The technology is capacity driven.  As cell phone usage 
increases, more radios are needed.  Commissioner Linda Whitehead asked him 
to quantify future demand, but Mr. Anderson said he could not. The City wants to 
limit vertical elements in Preserve and that is why T-Mobile proposes co-locating 
on an existing tower. 
 
Commissioner Filsinger said he appreciates the company's business needs, but 
this proposal does nothing for the Preserve.   
 
COMMISSIONER LINDA WHITEHEAD MOVED THAT THE COMMISSION 
WRITE THE CITY COUNCIL, STATING THAT BASED ON THE CONCERNS 
PREVIOUSLY EXPRESSED BY THE COMMISSION CONCERNING NEW 
WIRELESS FACILITIES IN THE PRESERVE BOUNDARY, THIS REQUEST 
FROM T-MOBILE IS INAPPROPRIATE.  COMMISSIONER MILLER 
SECONDED THE MOTION WHICH CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY BY A VOTE OF 
9 (NINE) TO 0 (ZERO). 
  
4. E-MAILS AND OPEN MEETING LAW  
 
Mr. Bruce Washburn of the City Attorney's Office gave a presentation about e-
mail and Open Meeting Law.  He distributed handouts and talked about the 
Attorney General's recent opinion on the use of e-mail with respect to Open 
Meetings law, noting that violations are subject to fines and that the biggest 
danger is of accidental violations.  To avoid this, he advised channeling 
information through City staff.  He added that e-mail is public record and needs to 
be retained.  Mr. Washburn undertook to determine the retention schedule. 
He concluded by inviting Commissioners to contact him with any questions.   
 
5. FOUNTAIN HILLS PRESERVATION EFFORTS
 
Mr. Roy Kinsey, Chairman of Fountain Hills Preservation Commission reported 
on the Commission's work.  He distributed a summary report and displayed maps 
showing how the land in Fountain Hills relates to the McDowell Sonoran 
Preserve.   
 
A key negotiating point between the town and the developer  is that MCO 
Properties has to build a public highway through Adero Canyon to access the 
Preserve.  The land in Adero Canyon cannot be developed until the highway is 
constructed.  This will give access to the central trailhead.  The timetable for 
highway construction was pushed back five to seven years, but it now seems that 
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construction may begin  in June of 2006.  The Commission has used the time to 
plan and budget for the trailhead. 
Mr. Kinsey outlined the trails planned for the Preserve, noting that the objective 
of building the trails before the trailhead and the access road, may encourage 
users may to stay on the established trails.  There is a master plan for the 
Preserve and a new ordinance to zone the Preserve Open Space-P.  This was 
necessary in order to accommodate the central trailhead inside the Preserve, 
since the existing zoning would not have allowed restrooms or ramadas.  The 
last item to complete is an IGA with the Park on the tie-in to the Preserve. 
 
Commissioner Carla thanked Mr. Kinsey for the work he has done, noting that he 
is very humble and has done a yeoman's job in a tough situation. 
 
Commissioner Linda Whitehead asked whether there is a plan to complete a 
circle through the Fountain Hills Preserve, the McDowell Mountain Regional 
Park, and the Scottsdale McDowell Sonoran Preserve. 
 
Commissioner Carla explained that originally the Preserve was supposed to get 
more land.  A Fountain Hills trail has been looped so as not to dead end at the 
Scottsdale McDowell Sonoran Preserve.  Options are limited, because Game 
and Fish has determined that the area where the connection could go is 
inappropriate for a trail.  Mr. Kinsey noted that Via Linda will be extended through 
to Eagle Ridge Drive but is for emergency use only and will not be a public 
highway.  A discussion ensued on the question of connecting the trails and 
equestrian use of the Preserves.  
 
Vice-Chair Kovach thanked Mr. Kinsey for his presentation. 
 
6.  DISSCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION:  WHAT TO DO ABOUT NOXIOUS 
 PLANTS FROM ALL SOURCES IN AND OUTSIDE THE PRESERVE  
 
Commissioner Carla distributed handouts of the Planning Committee's report on 
Invasive and Noxious Weeds and a list of Invasive Plants Considered for First 
Round of Eradication Program.  She thanked Commissioner Miller and Ms. Miller 
for the work they put into this problem.     
 
Commissioner Carla noted that the Planning Committee members were very 
motivated and had turned out in force to discuss the issue, thanking 
Commissioners Roy and Filsinger for their efforts on the Committee. 
 
The Committee decided that immediate action needs to be taken on the top bad 
actors in the Preserve area, approval of which is requested of the Commission.   
The Committee will begin planning the second phase in January.   
 
The objective of the first phase includes the selection of one or two areas and 
obtain professional help.  Commissioner Carla noted that various bodies are 
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looking for test areas to study eradication.  The professionals would come and do 
an inventory of what is on site and where is it coming from.  The best eradication 
methods and revegetation plans would be documented using photography and 
GPS.  Game and Fish would be brought in.   
 
For the field work, Ms. Miller and a core team will be trained in chemical 
eradication methods.  Commissioner Carla stressed the importance of starting 
the process immediately,  to avoid the necessity to wait another year.  The 
Planning Committee requested that the Commission approve the first phase. 
 
Commissioner Linda Whitehead asked whether the choice of Lost Dog Wash 
versus Pima/Dixileta was an either/or choice, or whether both areas would be 
tackled. 
 
Commissioner Carla replied that it will depend on manpower and input from 
partners.  A discussion ensued on the invasive plants and other considerations at 
the two sites. 
 
COMMISSIONER FUDALA MOVED TO ACCEPT PHASE 1 OF THE 
PLANNING COMMITTEE'S REPORT ON INVASIVE AND NOXIOUS WEEDS.  
COMMISSIONER GULICK SECONDED THE MOTION. 
 
Commissioner Filsinger suggested amending the motion to include Phase 2.  
Commissioner Carla indicated that Phase 2 needs to be fleshed out.   
 
THE MOTION CARRIED BY A UNANIMOUS VOTE OF 9 (NINE) TO 0 (ZERO). 
 
7. DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION: DRAFT MARKETING 
 COMMUNICATIONS PLAN 
 
Vice-Chair Kovach, Chair of the Promotions Committee, recalled that 
Commissioner Linda Whitehead had expressed a concern about adding the 
noxious weed issue.  This is a key educational message.  She was also 
concerned about the Act Now directive in the light of input from the City 
Attorney's office.  They need to be very careful in this regard.   
 
COMMISSIONER FUDALA MADE A MOTION TO MOVE FORWARD WITH 
THE DRAFT MARKETING COMMUNICATIONS PLAN AND CONSIDER 
ADJUSTMENTS IN FUTURE AS NECESSARY.  COMMISSIONER GULICK 
SECONDED THE MOTION,  WHICH CARRIED BY A UNANIMOUS VOTE OF 9 
(NINE) TO 0 (ZERO). 
 
8.  UPDATE:  CONSERVING ARIZONA'S FUTURE 
 
Commissioner Carla reported  that 100,000 signatures have been collected.  She 
praised Commissioner Linda Whitehead's efforts to organize and collect 
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signatures in  north Scottsdale, Cave Creek, and Carefree.  Distributing the 
updated list of supporters, Commissioner Carla noted that the Arizona State 
Parks Board recently joined.   Although only Mayor Manross is shown as 
supporting the initiative, in fact the entire Scottsdale City Council is solidly in 
support. 
 
The Arizona Cattlemen's Association is leading the opposition.  Commissioner 
Carla distributed a flyer from the Arizona Education Association entitled:  "Shame 
on the Arizona Cattlemen's Association!  They are full of bull!", which  was 
distributed to everyone who received the Cattlemen's Association mailing. 
 
The focus remains to be the gathering of signatures.  The possibility of a 
competing referendum from the legislature still exists, but the hope is that by 
publicizing the number of signatures before the legislature goes back into 
session, may encourage reconsideration.   
 
9.  DIRECTOR'S REPORT 
 
Mr. Cafarella reported that work is underway at Lost Dog Wash.  Conditions are 
currently very dirty, but a wonderful job is being done.  Ms. Miller and the 
volunteers have saved all the vegetation possible.   
 
The Desert Discovery Center schedule now reflects possible opening by April 
2007. 
 
Good bids have been received on construction of the trail for Bell Pass and the 
Bell Loop.   
 
Commissioner Linda Whitehead opined that fundraising opportunities should be 
offered to Scottsdale citizens in an effort to build a connection with the Discovery 
Center.  She suggested memorial bricks, or something similar, in the pathway.   
 
Commissioner Gulick said her vision for the funding is to obtain significant  
individual buy-in.  The capacity exists in Scottsdale to build the Discovery Center 
without any corporate funding.  
 
10.  PRESERVE MANAGER'S REPORT 
 
Ms. Miller reported that many projects are scheduled for December.  This 
Saturday Eagle Scouts and the Urban Lands Institute professionals will be 
revegetating 128th Street with displaced cactus from Lost Dog Wash.  
 
An intern from ASU will be working in the spring mapping and making trails.  He 
has a GIS and geography background and found the Preserve though the MSC 
website. 
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Commissioner Miller asked a general question about the caliber of the bids for 
trail construction and a discussion ensued on construction methods and 
philosophies. 
11. FUTURE EXECUTIVE SESSION FOR MCDOWELL SONORAN 
 PRESERVE COMMISSION 
   
COMMISSIONER FILSINGER MADE A MOTION TO HOLD AN EXECUTIVE 
SESSION ON JANUARY 5, 2005, FOR THE PURPOSE OF DISCUSSION 
WITH REPRESENTATIVES OF THE PUBLIC BODY AND CONSULTATION 
WITH CITY ATTORNEY FOR LEGAL ADVICE TO CONSIDER ITS POSITION 
AND INSTRUCT ITS REPRESENTATIVES REGARDING NEGOTIATING FOR 
PURCHASE OR LEASE OF REAL PROPERTY FOR INCLUSION IN THE 
MCDOWELL SONORAN PRESERVE. COMMISSIONER FUDALA SECONDED 
THE MOTION, WHICH CARRIED BY A UNANIMOUS VOTE OF 9 (NINE) TO 0 
(ZERO). 
 
12. COMMISSIONER'S COMMENTS AND PUBLIC COMMENTS
 
Commissioner Carla informed the Commission that Darren Smith, a past 
Commission chair, has Lou Gehrig's Disease and is retiring.  He would be happy 
to hear from Commissioners.   
 
13.  AGENDA ITEMS FOR FUTURE MEETINGS
 
Commissioner Filsinger requested that a discussion of Thompson Peak Trail be 
placed on the agenda. 
 
Vice-Chair Kovach suggested an update on the noxious weed eradication. 
 
Commissioner Solange Whitehead requested a discussion on whether the 
Commission needs to make recommendations on how to keep the Preserve wild 
and  preserve the solitude. 
 
Commissioner Carla noted that Mr. Meserve is to provide an update regarding  
names in the USGA map cycle. 
 
14. ADJOURNMENT 
 
With no further business to discuss, and no need for an executive session, the 
meeting adjourned at 6:34 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
A/V Tronics, Inc. 
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